’ 
tas ; 
iy } 
i i 
ez, | 
\ ) j 
k A 
, ‘ 
Mi { 
ari Hy 


“ANNUAL REPORTS 


OF THE 


3 
# DELECTMEN AND ‘TREASURER 


aif OF THE 


Town of Hopkinton, 


TOGETHER WITH THE 


ve a ; ~~ 


FOR THE YEAR ENDING 


MARCH 1, 1887. 


ve 


a Ue WCONGUR BT a: 
PRINTED BY [RAC EVANS} 18 /CAPI GOL, STRERT, 


Cn 
we 


ag ig 1887. 


~ 


Pew AT, REPORTS 


OG) WADA SE 


SELECTMEN AND T’REASURER 


Town of Hopkinton, 


REPORT OF THE SCHOOL BOARD, 


“FOR THE YEAR ENDING 


MARCH 1, 1887. 


CONCORD : 
PRINTED BY IRA C. EVANS, 138 CAPITOL STREET. 
1887. 


Selectmen’s Report. 


Ist. Received Savings Bank tax, $3,372.22 


Literary fund, 183.04 
Railroad tax, 275.47 
Insurance tax, 10.50 
Rebate from Concord, 
Dist. No. 24. $22.27 
Highway tax, 1888, 15.09 
Lumber and nails, 13.75 
Support of county paupers, 470.05 
Rent of house, 6.41 
$4,668.80 


Accounted for as follows: 
Cash paid into town treasury, as per Treas- 
urer’s receipts, $4,068.80 


2d. The Selectmen are chargeable with orders 
drawn on the Town Treasurer to March 


9, 1886, $389.00 

To Feb. 25, 1887, DES TOF Gt 
Amounting to - $12,259.77 

Accounted for as follows : 
STATE AND COUNTY TAXES. 

Paid State tax, $2,476.00 

County tax, 2,387.63 
~ $4,863.63 
Paid Col. Putnam Post, Decoration Day, $50.00 
Contoocook precinct tax, 600.00 


School money, ; 2,414.41 


4 
SUPPORT OF COUNTY PAUPERS. 


Paid Samuel Rollins, $41.28 


Betsey B. Gage, 69.18 
George W. Randall, A Lames 
Shurtleff children, 159.86 
Merriam B. Sargent, 27.00 
Charles C. Howard, 44.93 
J. C. Rowe, 10.00 
Moses Kezar’s family, 11.00 
Joseph Straw, es) 
Mrs. Gould Brown, 06.50 
Transients, 29.35 
Physicians’ bills disallowed by County 
Commissioners, oe 
SUPPORT OF TOWN PAUPERS. 
Paid Samuel Bohonon, $159.00 
Kate Hadley, 157.13 
ROAD MACHINE. 
Paid Spoftord & Dearborn, 


Paid 


Paid 


REPAIRING BRIDGES. 
TYLER’S BRIDGE. 
John H. Dowlin, labor, stone, and iron, 


HENNIKER NEW ROAD BRIDGE. 


Ira Whicher, for shingles, | $129.00 
Frank H. Carr, lumber, 20.94 
James M. Hook, labor, 27.00 
William F. Abbott, labor, 19.00 
John F. Hook, labor, 15.00 


H. L. Choate, labor and material, 28.50 


$473.60 


$816.18 


$448.50 


$275.23 


$514.67 
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REPAIRING HIGHWAYS. 
Paid H. L. Choate, labor and material, 


Dists. No. 7 and 28, $14.25 
W. F. Dodge, labor, Dist.No. 7, 10.42 
J. M. Perry, labor, Dist. No. 4, 2.74 
John Rollins, labor and material, 

Dist. No. 8, 25.00 
Sidney F. Hastman, labor, Dist. No. 32, 11.37 
Horace Straw, labor, Dist. No. 26, 9.00 


James F. Hoyt, labor, Dist. No. 32, 1.80 
F. W. Connor, labor, Dist. No. 25, 11.44 
K. H. Edmunds, labor, Dist. No. 32, 16.08 
A. H. Davis, railing, Dists. No. 8 and 


ee 2.00 
John 8. Straw, labor, Dist. 24, Nov. 

1885, 2.25 
W. #. Dodge, labor, Dist. No. 7, 16.00 
Bryant Symonds, labor, Dist. No. 47, 8.48 
H. H. Crowell, lumber, 10.80 
J. G. Brockway, lumber and _ labor, 

Dist. No. 40, 4.98 
Johnson & Richards, lumber, 39.27 
Charles Montgomery, labor, Dist. No. 

2, 5.19 
N. A. Chase, loam and labor, Dists. 

Nos. 2 and 18, 8.20 
C. F. Dustin, labor, Dist. No. 18, Si6y 
J.S. Webber, labor on drain, Dist. 

No. 18, .60 
H. H. Burbank, labor on drain, Dists. 

Nos. 2 and 18, 0.40 
D. A. Spaulding, labor on drain, Dists. _ 

Nos. 2 and 18, 23.25 


N. C. Chase, labor on drain, Dist. No. 
13, 2.19 
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Paid F. E. Downing, labor on drain, Dists. 
Nos. 2 and 18, 
K. S. Richardson, labor with team, 
Dists. Nos. 2 and 13, 
H. H. Burbank, labor on drain, Dist. 
No. 13, 
G. A. Curtice, labor and material, 
Dist. No. 18, 
EK. 8. Richardson, unloading . pipe, 
brick and cement, 
Humphrey, Dodge & Smith, pipe, grat- 
ings, brick and cement, 
Joshua Downing, labor, Dist. No. 33, 
. D. Mc Gloughlin, iron for railings, 
K. 8. Richardson, labor, Dist. No. 2, 
KH. 8. Richardson, labor on bridge, 
Dist. No. 46, 
K. 8. Richardson, labor and plank, 
interval road, 
S. A. Hardy, labor, Dist. No. 20, 
J. L. Hagar, labor, Dist. No. 38, 
W. 4H. Flanders, labor, Dist. No. 29, 
C. E. Little, labor, Dist. No. 27, 
H. J. Chase, labor and material, Dists. 
Nos. 31 and 47, 
H. J. Chase, labor on culvert, Dist. 
No. 47, 
H. J. Chase, labor on bridges, Dist. 
No. 31, 
Joshua Downing, labor, Dist. No. 33, 
EK. E. Chase, labor and lumber, Dist. 
No. 81, 
HK. E. Chase, labor, Dist. No. 47, 
J. C. Smith, labor, Dist. No. 53, 
G. W. Currier, labor, Dist. No. 1, 


e2) 


5.38 
. 18.00 


AO 
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Paid E. S. Richardson, cash paid for labor 
in Dists. Nos. 2 and 18, 
Charles French, 20 loads of marl, 


ABATEMENT OF TAXHS. 


Paid J. G. Patch, on list of 1885, 
J. G. Patch, on list of 1886, 


6.41 
2.00 


$1.27 
17.48 


DAMAGE BY DOGS. 


Paid Henry EH. Dow, 
Samuel A. Hardy, 
Ira C. Hardy, 
Rufus Putnam, 


$6.00 
6.00 
3.00 
6.00 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


Paid Eliza B. Colby, board of auditors, 

H. W. Greene, professional services, 
1885, 

J. G. Patch, non resident highway 
tax, paid in labor, 

Ira C. Evans, printing reports, 

Silsby & Son, books and stationery, 

W. H. Flanders, snowing Black- 
water and T'yler’s bridges, 

Oscar N. Chase, care of tramps, 
March, 1886, 

Oscar N. Chase, lighting Contoocook 
bridge, 

Jolin F. Jones, snowing Rowell’s 
bridge winters of 1884, ’85 and ’86, 

Parker Flanders, notifying town of- 
ficers, 


$3.50 
25.00 
1.51 
28.00 
19.85 
10.00 
3.50 
7.55 
21.00 


7.50 


$757.08 


$18.75 


$21.00 
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Paid H. L. Choate, points and blades for 
road machine and freight on same, 438.07 

H. D. Emerson, labor and material 
for fence, Blackwater school house, 3.25 

L. D. Evans, services on books, re- 


bates, &c., 48.00 
J. L., Hagar, repairs on cistern, 6.00 
George H. Pierce, snowing bridge 

on Henniker new road, 5.00 
G. A. Stevens, rent of land, tramp 
house, La8 
J. M. Milton, damage to land by 

travel, 2.00 
J. W. Dodge, error in rebate, 8 
Aaron Smith, labor and material on 

reservoir at Hopkinton village, 4.00 


H. L. Choate, copying and returning 
invoice to County Commissioners, 16.00 
K. S. Richardson, copying invoice, 19.00 


J. L. French, lodging two tramps, 1.00 
©. H. Mills, labor, Hopkinton village 

cemetery, 1.12 
W. J. Chase, labor, Contoocook cem- 

etery, 4.50 
J. M. Milton, labor, Blackwater 

cemetery, 2.00 
L. M. Scott, error in tax, 4.38 
J. F. Jones, error in tax, 14.80 
A. H. Currier, freight bills, 44.45 


J. K. Putnam, for Syphon Engine Co., 106.75 
G. W.8. Dow, rebate to Henniker 
School Dist. No. 16. . 12.28 
Joseph Derry, repairs on road machine, 4.90 
Aaron Smith, labor, and material, — 
Hopkinton village new cemetery, 15.10 
A. H. Currier, freight bills, 23.71 
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Paid G. W. Piper, labor, Stumpfield - 


cemetery : 8.00 
Hi. Spencer, watering trough, , » 38.00 
G. W. Currier, interest on Lerned 

female charitable fund, | 30.00 
G. W. Currier, taking deposition, 0 


G. A. Curfice, nails, brick and cement, 41.78 
City of Concord, rebate Union School 

Dist. No. 18, . 28.66 
H. S. Richardson, expense of run-: 

ing town line between a! an 


and Concord, 6.00 — 
A. Rogers (estate), return births 
and deaths, , 2.00 
G. H. Powers, return births and 
deaths, Dap 
K. B. Dunbar, labor, Hopkinton vil-. 
lage cemetery, 3.50 
J. A. Fuller, paid physicians out of 
town, return births and deaths, 2.00 
J. A. Fuller, recording and returning — 
births, marriages and deaths, - 18.70 
G. C. Blaisdell, return births and 
deaths, 2.70 
C. Moran, error dog tax, 1.00 
J. W. Wilson, return births and 
deaths, 3.20 
G. A. Curtice, error in settlement 
1885-6, 8.16 
J. A. Fuller, for services of sub-reg- 
ister, 4.16 
A. N. Chandler, error in BND 2.03 
G. K. Pesarioh: error in rebate, .66 
G. K. Goodrich, error in dog tax, —-1.00 


H. F. Edmunds, services as tramp 
police, 4.50 


10 


Paid W. L. Foster, advice and written 


opinion, 

Ira C. Evans, printing tax bills and 
notices, 

J. B. Sanborn, books and stationery, 

M. G. Duston, labor in cemetery at 
Clement’s Mill, 

H. L. Choate, guide post, 

H. L. Choate, horse hire, 

H. L. Choate, postage and stationery, 

H. L. Choate, assistance to transients, 

W. R. Cook, land damage and labor, 
frog pond ditch, 

William Son, labor frog pond ditch, 

C. P. Getchell, error on tax, 

J. A. Fuller, drawing and notifying 
jurors, 

J. A. Fuller, books, postage and sta- 
tionery, 

J. A. Fuller, taking depositions, 

G. B. Hardy, services as auctioneer, 

J. G. Patch, non resident highway 
tax paid in labor, 

Oscar N. Chase, care of tramps to 
Feb. 21, 1887, 

K. G. Corliss, use of Engine Hall for 
supervisors and selectmen, 1883, 
1884—5-6, 

J. G. Patch, postage and stationery, 

H. W. Greene, professional services, 

J. R. Holmes, watering trough, 

H. J. Chase, stationery and postage, 

H. J. Chase, horse hire, 

L. H. Dearborn, services after settle- 
ment, 
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Paid H. H. Crowell, services after settle- 
ment, 8.00 

H. ©. Dustin, services after settle- 
ment, 11.00 
H. W. Greene, services of auditors, 9.00 
Charles French, watering trough, 3.00 
M. T. Clough, watering trough, 2.00 

K. A. Boutwell, lumber for cemetery 
fence, 5.87 
HK. S. Richardson, making out orders ‘7.50 
E. S. Richardson, horse hire, 20.00 

HK. S. Richardson, postage and sta- 
tionery, 1.82 

$895.98 
TOWN OFFICERS. 

Paid E. 8. Richardson, selectman, $178.30 
H. L. Choate, selectman, 176.00 
H. J. Chase, selectman, 122.00 
J. A. Fuller, clerk, Ov-Le 
J. G. Patch, collector, 100.00 
I. D. Persil: Beier. 50.00 
H. D. Dustin, school board, 80.00 
Be ER igrdson| school board, 48.00 
J. S. Straw, school board, 47.00 
F. I. Morrill, supervisor, 15.00 
KH. A. Boutwell, supervisor, 15.00 
KH. G. Runnells, supervisor, 15.00 

$886.02 
Total, $12,259.77 
SUMMARY. 

Paid, State tax, $2,476.00 
County tax, 2,887.63 
Decoration Day, 50.00 
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Paid Contoocook precinct, 600.00 - 
Road machine, 448.50 
School money, 2,414.41 
County paupers, 475.60 
Town paupers, ; 316.138 
Bridges, 514.67 
Dog damage, 21.00 
Abatement of taxes, 18.75 
‘Highways, 757.08 
Miscellaneous, 895.98 
Town Offcers, 886.02 

$12,259.77 


Fes. 25, 1887. ! 
The auditors certify that they have examined the forego- 
ing accounts of the selectmen, and find the same correctly 
cast and proper vouchers for the same. 
LEWIS D. EVANS, 
JOHN S. STRAW, 
HENRY DODGE, 
Auditors. 


AUDITORS REPORT ON THE TOWN TREASURER, i 


Isaac D. Merrill, in account with the town of Hopkinton, 
as treasurer for the year 1886: 
Cash on hand as per settlement Feb. 


25, 1886, $2,305.11 
Cash received of L. H. Dearborn, 4 
taxes for 1883 and ’84, $124.00 
Cash received of J. G. Patch, taxes, 
1885, 488.09 


Cash received of J. G. Patch, taxes, 
1886, 10,731.00 
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Cash received for savings bank tax, 3,872.22 
; railroad tax, 275.47 
literary fund tax, 183.04 
insurance tax, 10.50 
support county pau- 
pers, 470.05 
interest on Lerned 
legacy, 50.00 
from city of Concord 
S. D. 24, 322.27 
sold old bridge plank 
~ and nails, 18.78 
highway tax, 1886, 15.09 
house rent, 6.41 
J. G. Patch, interest 
on taxes, 14.77 
J.G. Patch, interest — 
for 1886, 20a Tt 
$16,076.83 
$18,381.94 
Accounted for as follows: 
_ Orders drawn by selectmen, $12,350.60 
- Bond coupons paid, 252.00 
- Bonds redeemed, 4,100.00 
Interest on bonds redeemed, 71.00 
Cash on hand, 1,608.34 


———— $18,381.94 
LERNED LEGACY ACCOUNT. 
Securities on hand Feb. 25, 1886, $000.00 


Interest collected, 30.00 
——_——— $530.00 
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Accounted for as follows: 
Securities on hand Feb. 25, 1887, $500.00 
Interest carried to cash account, 30.00 


———— $530.00 


The auditors certify that the foregoing account of the 
treasurer is properly vouched and correctly cast. 


LEWIS D. EVANS, 
JOHN 8. STRAW, Auditors. 
HENRY DODGE, | 


Hopkinton, N. H., February 25th, 1887. 


FINANCIAL CONDITION OF THE TOWN, 


Feb. 25, 1887. 
Taxes, uncollected list 1872-38, $17.80 
o 1874-5, 29.43 
ee 1876-7, 39.78 
ES 1878—9-’80, 68.38 
be 1883-4, 97.56 
* 1886, 236.23 
Cash in treasurer’s hands, 1,608.34 
oa $2,097.02 


Respectfully submitted, 


EDWARD 8S. RICHARDSON, 
HORACE L. CHOATE, 
HORACE J. CHASE, 


Selectmen of Hopkinton. 
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REPORT.OF SCHOOL BOARD. 


School Board in account with the town of Hopkinton : 


Dr. 

To Cash received of I. D. Merrill, Town 
Treasurer, $2,414.41 
Received of the City of Concord, tuition, 17.48 
Received of Samuel Symonds, OI. 

$2,432.56 
Which is accounted for as follows : 
Cr. 

Paid for school at Hopkinton Village, $238.40 
Emerson’s Hill, 162.05 
Hatfield, 159.27 

Sugar Hill and Stump- 
field, 181.15 
South Road, 121.00 
Jewett Road, 162.25 
Main Road, 165.05 
Beech Hill, 150.21 
Contoocook, South, 241.35 
Clement’s Hill, 135.95 
Putney’s Hill, 88.20 
West Hopkinton, 109.20 
Blackwater, 159.65 


Contoocook, North, 218.45 
Mrs. Crowell, at Far- 
rington Corner, 25.00 


* s Be 2 ae ws ie 
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Paid C. F. Hardy, school aid,. Meth | 
Town of Warner, Ba si 5.000 am 
Balance in hands of School Board, 105.13 a 
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The undersigned have examined the foregoing 
and find.them correctly cast and properly vouched 
, | EDWARD S. RICHARDS 
HORACE L. CHOATE, 
HORACE J. CHASE, Pram 
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REPORT OF THE SCHOOL BOARD. 


HOPKINTON VILLAGE. 


Summer term, Miss Lydia Marshall, Dunbarton, teacher. Miss 
Marshall commenced the school with the determination to make 
it profitable to the scholars. She seemed to gain their confidence, 
and kept them interested in their studies, which was the secret of 
her success. ‘The school at the examination showed marked im- 
provement in all the branches taught. 

Fall term, Miss Abbie C. Page, Dunbarton, teacher. This term 
closed at the end of five weeks on account of illness of the teach- 
er. Upon visiting the school at the commencement we were much 
pleased with her manner of instruction. We feel confident that 
the result would have been satisfactory had the teacher been able 
to complete her work. 

Winter term, Mr. Henry Dodge, teacher. ‘The school appeared 
well at the opening examination, and we are confident the teacher 
has been faithful and unremitting in his efforts to make the term 
profitable to the pupils. Although prevented from being present 
at the close of term, the school board, from what can be learned 
from parents and others, feel justified in saying that the school was 
satisfactory. Average attendance, 27. 


EMERSON HILL. 


Summer term, Lizzie A. Fogg, teacher. Miss Fogg has sus- 
tained the good reputation previously earned by her as a good 
teacher. ‘Lhe school was quiet and orderly, and the examination 
was creditable to both teacher and pupils. 

Fall term, Miss Mary E. Sanborn, Webster, teacher. Miss San- 
born performed her duties in a very quiet way. Commendable 
progress was made in the studies pursued. _ 
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Winter term,’Mrs. E. J. Montgomery, teacher. Mrs. M. is an 
active, wide-awake teacher, and her efforts to awaken an interest 
in this school have been crowned with success. The conduct of 
this school showed hard work, and good results. Average attend- 
ance, 14 scholars. 


HATFIELD. 


Summer term, Miss Clara A. Ross, teacher. Miss Ross is an 
experienced teacher. Good proficiency was made in the studies 
pursued. 

Fall and winter terms, Mrs. Luella E. Pierce, teacher. Mrs. 
Pierce brought to this school large experience as a teacher; she 
performed her work faithfully, and the appearance and progress of 
the school were commendable. 


WEST HOPKINTON. 


Fall and winter terms, Miss Lizzie A. Fogg, teacher. Miss 
Fogg is thorough and practical in her manner of teaching, and 
the scholars that attended this school learned well under her in- 
struction. Average attendance, 13. 


SOUTH ROAD. 


Summer term, Miss Ava Hammond, Dunbarton, teacher. The 
spirit of kindness was the ruling genius of the school. The 
teacher won the affections of her pupils and thus governed with- 
out effort. Her services were very acceptable to the district and 
the general improvement of the school satisfactory. 

Winter term, Miss S. Clara White and Mrs. Ava Whipple, teach- 
ers. This term was commenced by Miss White and continued five 
weeks, when she left on account of ill health. Mrs. Whipple 
taught the remainder of the term, fully sustaining her reputation as 
-an efficient teacher. Average attendance, 6. 


JEWETT ROAD. 


Summer and winter terms, Miss Etta Brockway, teacher. Miss 
Brockway won the confidence of her scholars, and in so doing 
good was accomplished ; for where this is gained, it is rarely, if 
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ever, that we fail of finding good progress. Miss Brockway is 
mild, gentle, and accomplished as a teacher. 

Fall term taught by Mrs. E. J. Montgomery, who labored faith- 
fully for the best interest of the school. Her instruction was prac- 
tical and thorough, and the scholars made good progress. Aver- 
age attendance, 17. 


MAIN ROAD. 


Miss Hattie Hodgdon teacher for the year. Miss Hodgdon 
merits the praise of being one of our best teachers. She is mild 
in the schoolroom, yet ambitious and decided. The proficiency 
made in all the branches pursued was good. She gained the good 
will of both parents and scholars. Average attendance, 11. 


BEECH HILL. 


Miss Eva Burnham teacher for the year. Miss Burnham is one 
of our best teachers, she had taught this school for several terms, 
and understanding its wants was enabled to make this year a profit- 
able one. The order was good, and the progress ef the school 
was entirely satisfactory. Average attendance, 10. 


SUGAR HILL. 


Summer term, Miss Clara E. Straw, teacher. This is a still, quiet 
school, each one attentive to study. Useful questions were asked 
and answered, thus storing the mind with needed information. 
The teacher was faithful and efficient, and the result was, as might 
- be expected, highly satisfactory. 

Winter term taught by Henry C. Eastman. This school lost 
none of its enthusiasm under the instruction of Mr. Eastman, who 
is a very successful teacher. Pupils were prompt in their attend- 
ance, and the result was a successful school. 


(STUMPFIELD.) 


Winter term, Henry C. Eastman, teacher. We find the same 
teacher and scholars here that we found at (Sugar Hill) the pre- 
vious term. The school appeared to have been well drilled in 
their studies, and the general appearance of the school was good, 
Average attendance, 11. 
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PUTNEY HILL. 


Summer and fall terms, Miss 5. Clara White, teacher. The 
order and improvement of this school was good. ‘The teacher 
was mild but decided. Both terms were successful in all respects. 
Average attendance, 10. 


CONTOOCOOK—SoutH SIpDE. 


There have been twenty-eight weeks of schooling at this place 
during the year. 

The summer and fall terms were taught by Miss Stella G. Wright, 
who seemed to be the “Wright person in the right place.” Both 
terms were highly successful and good satisfaction given. 

The winter term was under the instruction of Elmer E. Saw- 
yer, from Bates College, who came well recommended. ‘The 
progress of this school was much retarded by sickness, which kept 
many scholars away during the latter part of the term, but we be- 
lieve the school was fairly prosperous. Several scholars, who had 
previously attended elsewhere, availed themselves of the opportu- 
nities of this school. Average attendance, 22. 


CONTOOCOOK—Nortu SIDE. 


Three terms, aggregating twenty-six weeks, have been held dur- 
ing the year. 

The summer term was taught by Miss Ida J. Hardy, a thorough- 
ly-trained and energetic teacher, who gave her best labors for the 
benefit of her pupils with varied success, according as her labors 
were seconded by outside influences. During the fall term Miss 
Hardy left for a better situation and the school was continued by 
Miss Lillon C. Mudgett, who did all in her power to make the 
school a success. 

The winter term was taught by E. Harvey Edmonds. Aided by 
long experience in teaching and a resolution to do his best, Mr. 
Edmonds succeeded in making this a very profitable term to those 
who regularly attended it. Average attendance, 18, 
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BLACKWATER. 


Three terms, aggregating twenty-six and one half weeks, were 
held during the year, each under the instruction of Cora E. Put- 
ney, an experienced and well qualified teacher. ‘This has been a 
prosperous school, and those who regularly attended made good 
improvement. Bookkeeping and algebra were successfully taught 
in connection with the other studies. Average attendance, 9g. 


CLEMENT'S HILL. 


A summer term of nine weeks was held _ here in charge of Mary 
E. Sanborn, who seemed disposed to do what she could for the 
good of the pupils under her care. 

A fall term was commenced, but the attendance not being suffi- 
cient to warrant its continuance, it was closed at the end of one 
week, and the scholars provided for in other schools. 

A winter term of ten weeks was taught by Warren B. Barton 
with good success. Average attendance for the year, 12. 


It will be generally acknowledged that the present school board 
commenced their work under somewhat embarrassing circum- 
stances. A law had just come into force placing the entire man- 
agement of the schools and the school funds under their control. 
_ This law, as a general thing, was not popular with a majority of 
the people and was bitterly opposed by many, who considered the 
sweeping changes made as usurping the rights of the many and 
_ putting the power in the hands of the few. ‘Therefore the board 
thought it advisable to act in all cases with prudence and caution, 
recognizing that standard principle, that the will of the majority is 
the highest law. Our first labor was to ascertain where the schol- 
ars of the town were principally located, and where it would be 
necessary to establish schools for their best accommodation, so 
that none should be wronged by the new state of affairs. ‘To do 
this much of the town was canvassed, and the parents of the chil- 
dren consulted in regard to their schools. Although we found 
much opposition to the new law, nearly all were reasonable in their 
demands and willing to submit to our judgment to do what we 
thought right and proper under the law. ‘This of itself was no 
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easy task. The new law, thus far, has not changed the position of 
our school-houses, and we found it difficult to give all equal accom- 
modations. After several consultations it was decidecl to establish 
for the present thirteen schools with the addition of a small private 
family school near Farrington’s Corner. ‘These were so arranged 
that but very few scholars had more than one mile to travel to 
reach their school. 

This arrangement has dispensed with six schools in town and 
still none have been crowded, thus giving the scholars about one 
third more schooling than usual from the same appropriations. 
Nearly all the scholars have had a chance for twenty-six weeks’ 
schooling by the arrangement of the past year. With our school- 
houses properly located and a little exertion on the part of those 
who reside on the extreme outskirts of the town, we see no 
reason why each pupil may not be entitled to about thirty weeks’ 
schooling on the same appropriations that have usually been 
made. 

As many have thought the present law may soon be, in some re- 
spects, changed, we have done as little in regard to changes and 
repairs of school-houses as possible, making only such repairs as 
the exigencies of the case demanded for immediate use. But 
some repairs are essentially necessary before the next term of the 
schools, and appropriations for the same should be made. ‘The 
house on Beech Hill is entirely unfit for use, and others need some - 
repairs ; but we counsel prudence in all expenses until the perma- 
nent location of the school-houses, as it is certain that some will 
have to be relocated for the accommodation of the public. It has 
been generally conceded that the school appropriations in our 
state have not been properly expended. 

To be sure towns have had the power to remedy these faults, 
but wherever it was attempted contentions would spring up, and 
there would be so much prejudice against the breaking up of 
the old district boundaries that it usually resulted in neighborhood 
quarrels and a failure in the accomplishment of the desired result. 
Therefore under legislative enactment we are attempting to do 
what nearly every towm should have done years ago. 
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The new school law is doubtless faulty and defective in many 
respects, but in regard to it we would advise,—‘ Prove all Pas 
and hold fast to that which is good.” 

In conclusion we will say that we believe our labors for the 
schools the past year have been crowned with some success ; and, 
as a whole, our schools have been ordinarily prosperous. ‘To pro- 
vide for the wants of all the schools has been quite a task, and, 
of course, could not be done to the satisfaction of all interested. 
We plead guilty tosome mistakes. More money should have been 
appropriated for the fall and less for the winter terms in the back 
districts. ‘This mistake was made by not taking into consideration 
nearly two hundred dollars of literary fund, which was afterwards 
returned to us, and which gave us more winter Se than we 
had expected. 


Hoping that we and others may profit by the mistakes of the 
past, we remain, 
Yours truly, 


BEN YD. DUSTIN, 
T. B. RICHARDSON, 
1 Seo RAW. 
School Board of Hopkinton. 
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Hard and Soft Gorns, Bunions, Gallouses, &c, ee 
Only 25 cents for a warranted cure, Re he! 
CONCORD, N. H., Oct. 9, 1885. eas 
Mr. Aldrich—I haye had two bad bunions of seven or 
eight years standing, and they have troubled me terribly, 
no one knows the amount I have suffered withthem. Used 
two bottles of the Corn Killer and am surprised and pleas- 
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\ ed to find they are*completely cured. If any one wants to 
: know further how ‘well pleased [ am with it they can call iy + 
on me, 68 South St MRS. D. W. SARGENT. ce 
DON H. ALDRICH, Pharmacist, Concord, N. H. rh 
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